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your baby
will have a
| disorder

IS a carrier

(2 in 4 chance)

Child

(2in 4) chance
your baby will
be a carrier |

IS a carrier

(2 in 4 chance)

Child

your baby will
not have a
disorder

Child has a disorder
{1in 4 chance)

. Your health professional will

The most likely result is that you and your baby’s father are
not carriers for sickle cell or thalassaemia. If one of you is, your
health professional will talk to you about what this could mean
Very rarely, the test may show that one or both of you have a
Results from your own and your baby's father’s tests will then
be used to see if your baby has a higher chance of developing

The test is very reliable, but if the result is unclear you'll be
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Testing new babies for sickle cell

test,

screening

ideally when they are 5 days old. Your midwife will prick your
baby’s heel and put a few spots of blood onto a card. The card

All newborn babies are offered a ‘blood spot’

Itions,

ickle cell- Youl get the results on-or before your

ing-s

t to a laboratory where tests are done for nine cond

is sen
lud
baby’s check-up at 6-8 weeks.

inc

i

o % I
-
0

:

o

Can my unborn baby be tested?
As with dll screening tests, screening for sickle cell and
thalassaemia is not 100 % accurate, Diagnostic test

ingis

y has a blood disorder. They'll
ilable and whether you

IS ava

f the results show your bab

Your health professional will help you to understand what it will
mean i

concerns about a genetic condition. Your midwife or GP will be

A genetic counsellor is a professional who is specially trained
able to refer you.

the only way to know for sure if your baby has one of the
to give you information and support if you have questions or

conditions. See pages 39-42.
wish to continue with your pregnancy.

talk with you about the care that
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Translations : Easy read GBSt Audio 3 Large print

Other for'mfats available at:

Braille

www.nhsinform.scot/otherformatspregnancyscreening

@ 01313145300

@ phs.dtherformats@phs.scot
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Note: All the photos in this leaflet were
taken before COVID-19. Photos do not
include safety measures such as face
masks or distancing.
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